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High Level Talking Points 

 More than half of the students who take the SAT are not prepared for college. And, even 
among those who are ready, many low-income and minority students do not take 
advantage of the opportunities they have earned. 

 

 The College Board is committed to taking these issues head on and announced plans to 
move beyond delivering assessments to delivering opportunity for students so they will 
be better prepared to succeed in college and career. 

 

 As part of this, the College Board is redesigning the SAT to focus on the few things that 
evidence show matter most for college and career readiness.  

 

 The redesigned SAT will be clearer and more open than any in the College Board’s 
history. Students and teachers will know what is covered on the exam. 
 

 The redesigned SAT will support the practice of excellent work in our classrooms and 
the College Board will work with teachers and college faculty to design course 
frameworks and modules for use in grades 6-12. 
 

 The College Board will promote analytical writing throughout our assessments and 
instructional resources and will sponsor a recognition program for the best student 
analytic writing modeled after the Pulitzer Prize. The Atlantic magazine has agreed to 
publish the winners. 
 

 Recognizing that the culture and practice of high priced test preparation drive inequality, 
the College Board is partnering with Khan Academy to provide free test practice to the 
world for the redesigned SAT.  
 

o For students who will take the current SAT, the College Board will partner with 
Khan Academy to provide sample test forms to support their efforts at providing 
free resources for students and families. 

 

 The College Board will also ensure that every income-eligible student who takes the 
SAT will directly receive four fee waivers to apply to college. This initiative builds on the 
College Board’s recent outreach to provide college-ready, low-income students with 
customized, targeted support for the college application process. 

 
Overview on the Redesigned SAT 
 
The first administration of the redesigned exam will take place in spring 2016.  
 
The redesigned exam will: 
 

 Have three sections – Evidence-Based Reading and Writing, Math, and the Essay.   

 Return to the 1600 scale. The essay will provide a separate score.  

 Be approximately three hours, with an additional 50 minutes for the essay. We will 
finalize precise timing through research. 

 We will offer the redesigned SAT both in print and by computer in select sites in 2016. 
 



Details on the Changes 
 
The College Board will release a full test spec document on April 16. 
 
1. Command of Evidence: Students will be asked to support answers with evidence and 

analyze a wide range of sources, including literature and literary non-fiction, science, history 
and social studies. They will also be asked to analyze written passages in a variety of 
content areas to make sure that the ideas are developed, organized and expressed logically 
and correctly. 

 
2. Relevant words in context: “SAT words” will no longer be vocabulary students may not 

have heard before and are likely not to hear again. Instead, the SAT will focus on words that 
derive their meaning from the contexts in which they are used.  

 
3. Essay analyzing a source: Students will be asked to analyze a source document. The 

essay question will be shared in advance and will remain consistent; the source document 
will change. The essay portion of the writing section will no longer be required. Two major 
factors led to this decision. First, while the writing work that students do in the reading and 
writing section of the exam is deeply predictive of college readiness and success, one essay 
alone historically has not contributed significantly to the overall predictive power of the 
exam. Second, feedback from member admissions officers was split; some found the essay 
useful, many did not.   

 
4. Math focused on three key areas: The math section will focus on the few areas of math 

that evidence shows most contribute to student readiness for college and career training. 
The exam will focus on three essential areas: Problem Solving and Data Analysis; the Heart 
of Algebra; and Passport to Advanced Math.  

 
5. Problems grounded in real-world contexts: Students will engage with questions and 

problems that are grounded in real-world contexts, including science, social science, and 
career.  

 
6. Analysis in science and social studies: The redesigned SAT measures reading, writing, 

and math skills in science, social studies, and other disciplines. Students will be asked to 
analyze both text and data in science and social studies contexts. These are skills that they 
need for college and career.    

 
7. Founding Documents and Great Global Conversation: Every time students take the 

SAT, one of the passages they encounter will be one of the Founding Documents of 
America or a text from the Great Global Conversation they inspire, such as the Declaration 
of Independence, the U.S. Constitution and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s I Have a Dream 
speech.  

 
8. No penalty for wrong answers: The College Board will remove the penalty for wrong 

answers – and go to the simpler, more transparent model of giving students points for the 
questions they answer correctly. This move to “rights-only” scoring encourages students to 
give the best answer they have to every problem, and not to fear a penalty for making a best 
effort.   

 

**** 



 
 

Key Shifts of the SAT Redesign 

 
Current SAT 

 

 
Redesigned SAT 

 
 
Reading and writing sections do not 

require students to cite evidence. Students 

select answers to demonstrate their 

understanding of texts but are not asked to 

support their answers.  

 
Evidence-based reading and writing. 
Students will support answers with evidence, 
including questions that require them to cite a 
specific part of a passage to support their 
answer choice. 
 

 

Source documents do not represent a wide 

range of academic disciplines. While many 

different types of text might appear on any 

SAT, there is no requirement that students 

encounter scientific or historical sources.  

 

Source documents originate from a wide 

range of academic disciplines. On every 

SAT, students will encounter source texts from 

science, history, and social studies, analyzing 

them the way they would in those classes.  

 
Vocabulary focused on words that are 
sometimes obscure and not widely used in 
college and career. These words, while 
interesting and useful in specific instances, 
often lack broad utility in varied disciplines and 
contexts.  
 

 
Vocabulary focused on words that are 
widely used in college and career. The 
exam will focus on words such as synthesis 
and empirical whose specific meaning 
depends on the context.  

 
The essay measures students’ ability to 
construct an argument based on their 
background and experiences. Since 
students are not given source material, there 
is no way to verify the accuracy of their 
argument or examples.  
 

 
The essay measures students’ ability to 
analyze evidence and explain how an 
author builds an argument to persuade an 
audience.  Responses will be evaluated 
based on the strength of the analysis as well 
as the coherence of the writing. 

 
Math section samples content from a wide 
range of high school-level math. There are 
often only one or two questions on each topic 
and students need to cover a great deal of 
math to be prepared for all topics.  

 
Math section draws from fewer topics that 
evidence shows most contribute to student 
readiness for college and career training. 
Students can study these core math areas in 
depth and have confidence that they will be 
assessed. 

  



 

**** 

 

Calculator permitted for full math section.  
It is difficult to assess students’ sense of 
numbers, their fluency in calculation, and their 
ability understand concepts rather than plug in 
the answers.  
 

Calculator permitted on certain portions of 
the math section. The calculator can be used 
where most appropriate, but the no-calculator 
section allows greater assessment of students’ 
understanding, fluency, and technique.  

 
Reading and writing does not require data 

analysis. The reading and writing section 

does not often include passages from science 

and social studies with graphs and tables; 

questions rarely require students to both read 

text and analyze data.  

 
Students asked to analyze both text and 
data in real world contexts, including 
identifying and correcting inconsistencies 
between the two. Students will show the work 
they do throughout their classes by reading 
science articles and historical and social 
studies sources. 

 
Source documents drawn from texts that 
are not widely recognized and publicly 
available. Students have no idea before they 
take the test what the reading passages will be 
about.  

 
Each exam will include a passage drawn 
from the Founding Documents or the Great 
Global Conversation. Students read from 
either a founding document such as the 
Declaration of Independence or from the 
conversation they inspire in the United States 
and around the world, such as Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address or King’s” I Have a 
Dream” speech. 
 

 
Scoring deducts points for incorrect 
answers. Students get ¼ point deducted for 
incorrect answers; no points deducted for 
omitted answers.  

 
Scoring does not deduct points for 
incorrect answers (rights-only scoring). 
Students are encouraged to select the best 
answer to every question.  

 
Essay is required. 
 

 
Essay is optional. 
 

 
Score scale of 2400. 
 

 
Score scale of 1600 with separate score for 
Essay. 
 

 
SAT available on paper only. 

 
SAT available in paper and digital forms. 
 


